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whenever it sees fit, and except in the summer sits
almost every week.

All laws, treaties, and financial matters require the
consent both of the Senate and the Biirgerschaft,1
and each body has the right of initiative.2 The Biirger-
schaft also takes an indirect part in the administration,
for .there are attached to most of the executive de-
partments deputations or commissions, composed of
senators and of unpaid members chosen for a term
of years by the Biirgerschaft, and these bodies have
powers that are partly executive and partly advisory.3
The Biirgerschaft elects, moreover, an Ausschuss, in-
trusted with the duty of watching over the execution
of the laws; but owing to the frequency of the meet-
ings of the representative assembly itself, this com-
mittee does not appear to have much importance.4

In Hamburg the governments of the city and the
state are now identical,6 except that the suburban com-
munes still retain a certain amount of local self-gov-
ernment. Both Hamburg and Bremen had a right

1  In case of disagreement, either body can demand a joint committee,
which has an absolute power of decision, but this strange procedure has
never been used.    The Senate can appoint commissioners to attend the
sittings of the Biirgerschaft, but rarely does so, although it is thought
that a free use of the power might prevent needless waste of time.

2  In Liibeck, at least, the Burgerschaft makes little use of this right.

3  Of Bremen, Dr. Sievers remarks that there is no hierarchical bu-
reaucracy, but that the various deputations are prevented from pursuing
inconsistent policies by close personal relations, and by referring all
important matters to the Senate and Biirgerschaft.

4  In Liibeck this body is much more important, for it considers all the
measures to be submitted to the Biirgerschaft by the Senate, and chooses
thf members of various commissions.

* This is not quite true of Bremen, and still less of Liibeck.